RURAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: THE TIME IS NOW FOR CHANGE AND ACTION!
Action items from 4 community meetings held in April 2016

	Issue
	Strategy
	Next steps
	Person/organization responsible
	Timeline
	Comments

	General
	Establish an eastern Ontario rural VAW Coalition
	Apply for funds through Rural Realities
	Erin/planning committee for rural meetings
	Immediate: April 29
	Coalition would be cross-sectoral and would do policy reform advocacy, oversee/plan joint training, establish and maintain an online tools and resources clearinghouse

	
	Use of $17,000
	Decision to be made about how to spend
	Erin, Sue and Leigh
	Short term
	

	
	Establish group email list
	Sue, Erin and Bev to send lists from each meeting to Karen Smith
	Karen to establish list and provide to all attendees and organizers
	As soon as possible
	

	Distance
	Cross-county transportation strategy
	Gather and circulate research being done in Lanark County
	Jane (Lanark councillor) to circulate information and organize first meeting of working group
	By end June
	Group will consider research and identify ideas: gas tax, school buses, Uber, pooled funding etc.

	Services
	Cross-county crisis response model
	Discussions at coordinating committee level
	Lanark: Brie
L & A: Sue

Renfrew: Bev and BMH
	
	To look at communication, information sharing, process for responding to crisis in small and rural communities


	
	Mandated collaboration
	Take to VAW Roundtable and Building a Bigger Wave
	Pam
	By end June
	To ensure all key players are at the tables they need to be at

	
	Invest in prevention
	Take to VAW Roundtable
	Pam
	By end June
	Most agencies doing prevention work have no funding to do so

	Women’s safety
	Work with OW system
	Discussions within OW
Training for OW staff
	Renfrew: Brenda
Lanark: Julie G

L & A: Sue to find
	Ongoing
	Have one designated, specially trained VAW staff in each OW office to respond appropriately to women (eg flowing money before woman leaves abuser).

	
	
	Addressing policy issues with OW system
	 As above
	As above
	Changing policies that do not enhance women’s safety

	
	Increase safe access to information and support for women
	Building service hubs
	Jane to share Lanark County survey re unused space in county
	
	So women can access information, support and services in locations they already go to: schools, health centres, farmers’ markets, rural events, festivals

	
	
	Explore alternative ways to share information with women

	
	
	Info in public bathroom stalls

	
	Expanded use of situation tables
	
	Lanark to share with Renfrew
	
	

	Community
Engagement and empowerment
	Public education
	Conduct an inventory of existing public education with a rural focus
	Julie Lalonde and Brianne to lead
	Immediate 
	Bystander engagement, knowledge and skills building

	
	Engaging local and county councils
	VAW sectors to reach out to local and county councils
	All, with ideas and support from Erin
	Start now, ongoing
	Work towards having VAW information a regular part of council meetings

	Education
	Prevention education in schools
	Inventory of existing curriculum
	Julie Lalonde
	Immediate
	Look at existing models (eg Roots of Empathy) as well as old programs (eg VIP). 

	
	
	
	
	
	Build new curriculum where needed (eg How to apply VAW First Aid)

	
	
	
	
	
	Build on new sex ed curriculum because it is mandatory

	
	
	
	
	
	Engage with parent councils and school boards

	Legal systems
	Address perpetrator release process/criteria
	Advocate for policy/regulation changes
	Coordinating committees to write letters to VAW Roundtable, Pam to provide support
	immediate
	Change so women’s safety is top not bottom priority in determining bail, probation conditions etc.

	
	
	
	
	
	Revise offender release notification system



	
	Establish rural specialized domestic violence courts
	Advocate with Attorney General
	Stephanie to discuss with local Justice

Erin to approach her County Council to set up meeting with AG at August provincial council gathering
	Immediate and ongoing
	

	
	Enhance court supports for survivors of VAW
	Increase resourcing for Family Court Support Worker Program
	
	
	

	
	
	Create  FCSW model for criminal court
	
	
	

	
	Create accountability for legal system
	Court Watch program
	Bev to lead
	
	Contact WomenatthecentrE re its Court Watch program – perhaps become part of the pilot expansion

	
	
	
	
	
	Investigate possible funding from CWF and LFO

	
	
	Develop a formal, system-wide complaints process for survivors
	
	
	


