
From https://www.cityofkingston.ca/documents/10180/40092225/City-Council_Meeting-09-
2024_Agenda_March-5-2024.pdf/d9e98674-c0d1-6671-c300-898be779315a?t=1709218719731 
 

Resolution on basic income adopted by Kingston, ON City Council, March 5, 2024 
 
Moved by Councillor [Lisa] Osanic, seconded by Councillor [Vincent] Cinanni 
 
Whereas the City of Kingston passed a mo on in December 2015 calling on the Ontario and Canadian 
governments to establish a Basic Income Guarantee which is an income floor sufficient to eliminate 
income insecurity and enable everyone to live with dignity regardless of work or rela onship status; and  
 
Whereas a Guaranteed Basic Income goes to those most in need and phases out as income from other 
sources increases; and  
 
Whereas studies from the Ontario Basic Income pilot, which ended abruptly in 2018, demonstrated 
improvements in the physical and mental health, labour market par cipa on, food security, housing 
stability and financial and social well being of pilot par cipants; and  
 
Whereas the Government of Canada’s report Building Understanding: The First Report of the Na onal 
Advisory Council on Poverty from 2020 used 2016 census data to highlight how poverty 
dispropor onately impacts racialized individuals at twice the rate as compared to non-racialized 
individuals in Canada at 20.6% and 10.6% respec vely; and  
 
Whereas the pandemic, rising cost of living and surges in food and housing prices have worsened income 
inequality and created scenarios where more people find it difficult to meet their basic needs; and  
 
Whereas social assistance recipients are living in extreme poverty and food insecurity and are at great 
risk of developing associated health concerns; and  
 
Whereas in lieu of a provincial or federal an -poverty strategy, the City of Kingston has developed 
programs to decrease the impacts of poverty and, income inequality, and to make it possible for 
residents to par cipate in programs that provide a be er quality of life which can posi vely improve 
mental and physical well-being; and  
 
Whereas these programs and services are the result of downloading by the provincial and federal 
governments which would be more fully addressed by a basic income guarantee program; and  
 
Whereas implemen ng a basic income guarantee program has been shown to reduce the need for 
individuals to apply for mul ple support programs in order to maintain a healthy and dignified life; and  
 
Whereas the late former Senator the Honourable Hugh Segal, told the Kingston Whig-Standard that 
Kingston Council had “shown tremendous courage and real leadership” when it passed a mo on in 2015 
suppor ng the concept of a basic income guarantee;  



Therefore Be It Resolved That the City of Kingston requests that the Government of Canada and the 
Province of Ontario work collabora vely to establish an incometested basic income guarantee to combat 
poverty, income inequality and economic insecurity within our community; and 
 
That a copy of this mo on be sent to the Prime Minister of Canada, the Premier of Ontario, the Party 
Leaders of the other Par es in the Federal and Provincial governments, the local and area MPs and 
MPPs, the Federa on of Canadian Municipali es and the Associa on of Municipali es of Ontario for 
further considera on. 
 
 


